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“Vision, Voice, and Victory for Public Education” 

Dear NCCBSBM Members,  

School Board Members, County Commissioners, Educational Leaders, and Valued Stakeholders.  It is 
with great excitement, humility, and pride that I welcome you to the 2026 Retreat of the North Carolina 
Caucus of Black School Board Members. I am honored to serve as your President and proud to stand 
among individuals who have committed themselves to being public schools-first advocates and voices 
for those who may not have a “seat at the table.” 

Throughout this Presidency, I am constantly reminded that “heavy is the head that wears the crown.” 
Leadership carries an awesome responsibility. Each of us has accepted the charge to advocate, lead, 
and help create meaningful opportunities for children and communities who have too often been left with 
the least. 

Over these next three days, I am excited to see our vision and mission unfold as we unpack data, engage 
in training, provide peer support, share experiences, and cultivate opportunities to address the ever-
changing needs of those we serve.  Our theme, “Vision, Voice, and Victory for Public Education,” 
reflects the commitment that brings us together. We must have the vision to see what is possible, the 
voice to speak when others cannot, and the determination to pursue victory for our children, families, 
and communities. 

Through our own experiences, we already know how inequity looks and feels. History has taught us that 
meaningful change requires sacrifice, perseverance, and untiring commitment. We must press forward 
because there are children and families depending upon us to do so. 

As we gather, let us remember that our presence matters, our voices matter, and our collective action 
matter. Together, we have an opportunity—and a responsibility—to help ensure that equity is served 
justly and that every child receives the sound basic education promised to them as a constitutional 
right. 

May these next few days inspire us, equip us, challenge us, and strengthen the relationships that make 
our collective work possible. Let us learn from one another, celebrate our shared commitment, and leave 
this retreat even more determined to make a difference. 

Thank you for your leadership. Thank you for your commitment to public education. And most 
importantly, thank you for your investment in humanity. 

With sincere appreciation and commitment to the work, 

Clinton Williams 
President 
North Carolina Caucus of Black School Board Members (NCCBSBM) 


